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Wayne State University was created as a state institution by Act 183 of 1956, succeeding
Wayne University formerly operated by the Detroit Board of Education. The university was given
autonomous constitutional status by vote of the people of Michigan in the April 6, 1959, election.

Wayne State University is one of only 261 of the nation’s more than 2,100 four-year universities
and colleges that have been designated by the Carnegie Commission as research universities. Of
these 261 institutions only 151, including Wayne State University, are classified as “Doctoral/
Research Universities — Extensive.” To be included, a university must annually award 50 or more
doctoral degrees across at least 15 disciplines. For public institutions, 166 are considered “Doctoral/
Research,” while only 102 are “Doctoral/Research — Extensive.”

As a state institution of higher education, Wayne State University is less than 50 years old, but
several of its colleges are of long standing. The College of Education traces its history from 1881
and the School of Medicine from 1868. As a university, Wayne came into being in 1933, when the
Detroit Board of Education united the several institutions of higher learning under its jurisdiction.

The university has 14 schools and colleges and enrolled more than 30,000 students in Fall 2000.
The schools and colleges within the university include the School of Business Administration;
College of Education; College of Engineering; School of Fine, Performing and Communication
Arts; Graduate School; Law School; College of Liberal Arts; College of Lifelong Learning; School of
Medicine; College of Nursing; College of Pharmacy and Allied Health Professions; College of
Science; School of Social Work; and College of Urban, Labor and Metropolitan Affairs.

Once confined to a single building, Wayne State’s campus areas have grown to 203 acres and
96 major buildings. The university’s main campus is located at the junction of the Ford and the
Lodge Expressways in the University Cultural Center area of the City of Detroit. Five extension
centers are located throughout the tri-county area. The university offers four-year degree programs
at University Center in Macomb County.

The university’s Medical Campus is located less than a mile from the Main Campus in the
Detroit Medical Center, which consists of 5 private and public hospitals. The Veterans Admin-
istration recently constructed a 432-bed hospital in the Medical Center, its largest project ever.
Wayne State’s School of Medicine is the largest single-campus medical school in the United States
and the fourth largest when multi-campus schools are included. The Center’s hospitals and clinics
serve as an educational facility for Wayne State students in medicine, nursing, pharmacy and social
work, as well as health-related programs in liberal arts.

The university’s campus is the academic meeting ground for upwards of 40,000 different
individuals of all ages and occupations each year, including recent high school graduates,
community college transfers, graduate and professional students, businessmen, professionals in all
walks of life, industrial workers and retirees, all of whom have the common goal of learning.
Eighty-nine percent of WSU’s students are Michigan residents, 2 percent from other states and
9 percent from foreign countries. To insure proper coordination and course scheduling, Wayne
State works very closely with community colleges in Michigan and with all educational institutions
in southeast Michigan.

Wayne State University is accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary
Schools, and university programs are accredited by the appropriate agencies.

Credit Enrollment (fall head count) 1998 1999 2000
On-campus and at extension centers  . . . . . . . . . . . 31,203 31,025 30,408

STATEMENT OF OPERATING REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES

Operating Revenues (all funds) 1998-1999 1999-2000
State Appropriations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $231,476,455 $245,208,725
Student Fees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102,748,232 109,262,018
Gifts, Grants and Contracts  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 187,498,510 208,078,955
Other Income  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,175,587 42,363,483

TOTAL REVENUES  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $562,898,784 $604,913,181

Operating Expenditures (all funds)
Instruction and Departmental Research  . . . . . . . . . $163,748,957 $209,331,411
Organized Research  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 103,688,959 110,074,201
Public Service  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63,125,784 34,776,314
Student Services and Student Aid  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53,128,690 56,819,126
Other Expenditures  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 155,150,881 170,135,884
Transfers (mandatory and other)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 16,036,983 22,353,157

TOTAL EXPENDITURES  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $554,880,254 $603,490,093
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